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all developed in accordance with a general rule which
my father expressed as follows:
44 A real man must do his work honestly without
limiting his hours or efforts, and if he does this, he
should not worry about compensation, because money
and recognition will come of their own accord/'
I also remember his adding that "hard work,
whether physical or intellectual, for long periods, is
not detrimental to the health, provided there are
reasonable periods of rest." He warned us, however,
that hard mental work, combined with worry, is
dangerous and destructive to the health and abilities
of a man.
As I mentioned before, my interest in various
branches of natural science, and particularly mechanics
and astronomy, started mainly as a result of the con-
versations I had with my father during our walks in
the picturesque hills of the German Tyrol in the
summer of 1900. My interest in astronomy, which
began at that time, has remained with me ever since.
During the succeeding years I had several hobbies.
For a time I was making electrical batteries and also
finally succeeded in producing a small electric motor.
Time and time again I tried to make flying models.
When I was about twelve years old I succeeded in
making one of a helicopter, rubber-powered, which
could rise in the air.
About a year later, I became interested in
chemistry, purchased some materials, glass tubes, and
so forth, and for a while was absorbed in making
various experiments. At that time I found a pro-
paganda leaflet which was distributed by radical
socialists, In addition to the usual combination of